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Profile, Qualifications & Accomplishments Summary

Prof. Freeborn Odiboh is a distinguished scholar, artist, educator and critic with over three
decades of experience in the fields of visual arts and art history.

He began his academic journey at the University of Benin, where he earned a B.A. in Fine Arts
(Sculpture) in 1985. He proceeded to the University of Ibadan, where he obtained an M.A. in
African Studies (Visual Arts History) in 1987, and later acquired a Postgraduate Diploma in
Education from the University of Benin in 1997. In 2005, he completed his Ph.D. in Art History
at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

Currently a Professor of Art and Art History at the Department of Fine and Applied Arts,
University of Benin, Edo State, Nigeria, Prof. Odiboh teaches Art History, supervises studio-
based research and continues to actively produce and exhibit his own creative works. He also
serves as a member of Curatorial Committee of the university’s departmental art gallery.

Prof. Odiboh’s scholarly and professional contributions have earned him several prestigious
fellowships and awards. He is an alumnus of the Centre for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts
(CASVA) at the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., where he was awarded the Ailsa
Mellon Bruce Visiting Senior Fellowship in 2019. His research on decolonizing the art history
curriculum in African higher education institutions earned him the **African Humanities
Program Postdoctoral Fellowship of the American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) in
2010, and recognition among seven influential African Thinkers and Makers in 2019. He also
received the Leventis Postdoctoral Fellowship at the School of Oriental and African Studies
(SOAS), University of London, in 2006, and has been awarded the CAA/Getty Grant, the
Africa Collaborative Research Grant at Stellenbosch University, South Africa, among others.

As a prolific writer, Prof. Odiboh has published over thirty scholarly works, including articles
in national and international journals, two sole-authored books, and one co-edited book. His
essays and reviews have also appeared in newspapers, magazines, and exhibition catalogues.

In addition to his academic writing, Prof. Odiboh has held several solo and group art exhibitions
and in 2007-2008, he contributed as part of the curatorial team for the landmark international
exhibition, Benin Kings and Rituals: Court Arts from Nigeria, curated by Barbara
Plankensteiner in Vienna and Chicago.

Beyond academia, Prof. Odiboh is the Founder, President and Board Chairman of the African
Art, Culture, Environment & Migration Foundation (AACEMFUND), a non-profit
organization dedicated to advancing scholarship and sustainable development through art,
cultural heritage, environmental advocacy and migration studies across Africa and its diaspora.
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Through his combined roles as educator, researcher, artist, and cultural advocate, Prof.
Freeborn Odiboh continues to shape discourses in art and art history while fostering both
intellectual and creative growth within and beyond Africa.

MEMBERSHIP OF LEARNED SOCIETIES:

=

2019: Present Alumni, Center for Advanced Study of the Visual Arts (CASVA), USA
2010: Present Member, American Council of Learned Societies/AHP, USA

2002: Present Art Historical Association of Nigeria (AHAN), Nigeria

1992: Present Art Council of African Studies Association (ACASA), USA

AWARDS/HONOURS AND DISTINCTIONS:

1.

2.

10.

1.

12.

13.

2019: Ailsa Mellon Bruce Visiting Senior Fellowship, Centre for Advanced Study in
the Visual Arts, National Gallery of Art, Washington DC, USA

2018: Council for the Development Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA),
Research Grant Award for 2018 Meaning-Making Research Initiatives (MRI) Proposal,
titled, “Enhancing an Inclusive Educational System to Enhance Positive Identity,
Formation and Agency: A Study in Five African Universities”

2016: Commendation Letter from the Vice Chancellor, University of BENIN,
University of Benin, Benin City

2014: Council of Art Associations (CAA)-Getty Foundation, International Travel
Awards Recipient Chicago, USA

. 2013 & 2022: Africa Collaborative Research Grant Award, Visual Arts Department,

Stellenbosch University, Cape Town, South Africa

2012: Special Invitee to the 50th Years Celebration of the founding of University of
Dar-es- Salam, Dar-es-Salam, Tanzania (Courtesy American Council of Learned
Societies/AHP Program, USA

2011: ACASA/GETTY/UCLA award received, awarded to Art Professionals, Artists
and Art Writers in Africa, towards attending ACASA Triennial Symposium in
California, University of California, Los Angeles

2010/2011: AHP/ACLS Postdoctoral Fellowship Award, African Humanities
Postdoctoral Program /American Council of Learned Societies, New York, USA
2006-2007: ACASA Travel Grant for Scholars in Africa to Triennial Symposium to
Present paper, at the 14th ACASA Triennial University of Florida, African Art,
Gainesville, Art Council of the African Studies Association, USA

Leventis Post-Doctoral Fellowship awarded to Nigerian Academics, at the University,
of London, Centre of African Studies, School of Oriental and African, Studies, (SOAS)
2003-2004: ACASA Graduate Travel Grant Awardee, at the 13th Triennial,
Symposium on African Art, Art Council of the African Studies Association (ACASA),
Harvard University Cambridge Boston, MA

Coordinator, Nigerian American Technology and Education Grant by the United, States
Embassy, Nigeria awarded to the Department of Fine Applied Arts, University of
Benin, Benin City, Nigeria

1996: Award of Creative Arts Lecturer of the Year- Guild of Editors, Federal College
of Education, Okene, Kogi State, Nigeria
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Experience

TEACHING EXPERIENCE IN NIGERIA:

1.

2015 —2023: Professor of Art & Art History

2. 2012-2015: Associate Professor of Art History & Art Criticism

3.

1999-2013: Lecturer I - Senior Lecturer-Head of Department, Department of Fine and
Applied Arts, University of Benin, Benin City

1989-1999: Lecturer I, Lecturer II; Senior Lecturer, Head of Department, Federal
College of Education, Okene, Department of Fine and Applied Arts, Kogi State
1987-1989: Art Teacher, Federal Government College, Rumuokoro, Port Harcourt,
Rivers

1984-1985: Cultural Officer/Curator, Imo State Council for Arts and Cultural, Owerri,
Imo

TEACHING EXPERIENCE OUTSIDE NIGERIA:

1.

2.

2018: School of Fine Arts and Industrial Design, Makerere University, Kampala,
Uganda (Taught Art history in Professor George Kyeyune, Art history classes)

2014: Clark University, Department of Visual and Performing Arts, Worcester,
Massachusetts, USA (Taught Art History in Emeritus Professor Barbara Beall Fofana
classes)

ART CURATORIAL EXPERIENCE:

1.

2.

2013-2015: Visiting Professor and Curator, Stella Idiong Art Gallery, University of
Uyo, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria

ODIBOH F & Ademola Williams, Curated, Faculty of Arts Lecture/Textile Exhibition
and Lecture delivered by Professor Jean Borgatti; Monuments in Cloth: African
Textiles, Old and New

ODIBOH F; Facilitated and Curated; Artistic Odyssey: Printmaking as an Expression
of Life’s Adventures exhibition of By Dr Bruce Onobrakpeya, MFR, FSNA,
“UNESCO Living Heritage” Award Winner, Banquet Hall, University of Benin, Benin
City, 1-10, February 2013

Wrote Foreword for “University of Benin Trained Artists: An Exhibition of Visual
Arts” by the Graduates of the University of Benin, Nigeria, National Museum, Onikan,
Lagos

Researcher and Writer of the Introductory Essay for the Main Catalogue of Dance of
the Mind, Exhibition of the Abayomi Barber School, 23

2007: “Benin Kings and Rituals: Court Arts from Nigeria”. The largest show of Benin
art, held in Vienna 2007 and Chicago,

Contact between Barbara Plankensteiner the Curator of the exhibition and Jean
Borgatti, Curator of Fitchburg Museum, Worcester and the Ekpo Okin bag and brass
sculptures commissioned to Omondamwen brass casters in Benin City for the Benin
Kings and Rituals Exhibition. Freeborn Odiboh is acknowledged in the exhibition
catalogue.

1994: Curated the Maiden Exhibition of the National Association of Art Teachers of
Colleges of Education (NAFATCO), held at the Main Library, Federal College of
Education, Okene, Kogi State, Nigeria
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9. 1984-1985 Art Consultancy and Monument executor for the Open Spaces Development
Commission, Imo State Government, on planning, design, execution of the monument
for Ama J.K Children Park, Owerri, Imo State

Training & Education
DEGREES:

1. 2005: Ph.D. Art History, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria
. 1987: M.A. African Studies (Visual Arts History) 1987, University of Ibadan, Ibadan,
Nigeria
3. M 1985: B.A. Fine Arts, Sculpture, (2nd Class Upper), University of Benin, Benin City,
Nigeria

PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMA/CERTIFICATES:

1. 2012: Teachers Registration Council of Nigeria: Certificate of Registration
2. 1998: Postgraduate Diploma in Education, University of Benin, Benin City, Nigeria

COURSES TAUGHT:

FAF 113 Art: Nature and Meaning |

FAF 123 Art: Nature and Meaning II

FAH 310: European Adventure &; Colonialism in Africa
FAH 311: Geography of Africa &; Problems in African
FAH 312: European Art (Pre-history — Middle Ages)

FAH 313: Rock Art of Africa

FAH 314: Modern Nigerian Art (920s — 1970s)

FAH 320: International Art and Market (Politics &amp; Art Trade)
9. FAH 321: A Survey of Oriental Art

10. FAH 322: Historical Survey of Oriental Art

11. FAH 323: Art Criticism

12. FAH 410: American Indian Art (c.1000 BCE-1900

13. FAH 413: Modern Nigeria Art (1970-2000s)

14. FAH 414: Problems in African Art History II

15. FAH 416: World Art History (Modern Art of Europe-1863-)
16. FAH 420: African Architecture

17. FAH 422: African Diaspora Issues Based Art, from Harlem Renaissance)
18. FAH 423: Special Topics on Emerging Art theories

19. FAH 771 Museum and Communities

20. FAH 774 Research Methods and Writing

21. FAH 781 Modern/Contemporary Art (Comparative Study)

PN R WD

PUBLICATIONS

1. Odiboh, F. (2023); “Africanizing” a modern art history curriculum in Nigerian
universities Development and Constraints”, in Elmarie Costandius & Gera de Villiers
Eds, Visual Redress in Africa from Indigenous and New Materialist Perspectives, 1™
Edition, Routledge, New York; DOI https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003334156
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

Costandius, E & Odiboh, F. (2020); “Exploring an Inclusive Educational System to
Enhance Positive Identity Formation and Agency’, in Non-profit Higher Education &
the Social Good, Exordium Issue; of African Journal of Non-profit Higher Education,
Cornerstone Institute, Cape Town, Vol. 1:1
https://cornerstone.ac.za/wpcontent/uploads/2020/07/AJINPHE Volume 1 Exordium
- _Issue.pdf (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2019); “The Mysterious Realist Paintings of Andrew Wyeth and Abayomi
Barber: A Cross-Cultural Dialogue”, CENTER 39, Centre for Advanced, Study of the
Visual Arts, National Gallery of Art, Washington DC, in CENTER 39, CASVA, NGA,
USA (CASVA Publication Peer Reviewed)

Wenibaraebi, P.U. &Odiboh, F. (2019); A Study of Growth Trends in Contemporary
Art in Yenagoa: A historical Account from 1996-2016. Arts and Design Studies,
International Institute for Science, Technology & Education (IISTE), Vol. 72, (Peer
Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2018); Abayomi Barber: The Politics of African Art, DigitAll Books, Benin
City (A Book)

Odiboh, F (2017): ‘Metal Gates of Benin City, Fences of Fancy or Fear? Emotan
Journal of the Arts, Department of Fine and Applied Arts, University of Benin, Benin
City (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2016); ‘The African Experience and Global Art History: Towards a
Curriculum or Critical Citizenship’, in Costandius E & Odiboh. F (Ed), The Relevance
of Critical Citizenship Education in an African Context, Sun Media, Stellenbosch,
Cape-Town (Chapter in a Book Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2015); “International Trends and Modern Nigerian Art: Instructions for the
21st Century”, Issues in Contemporary Nigerian Art, The New Gong, Lagos (Chapter
in a Book Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2012); Creative Reformation of Existing African Tradition: The Abayomi
Barber Art School and Modern Nigeria Art, Academic Publishing, GmbH, Saarbruken
www.amazon.co.uk; www.booktopia.comau/ (A Book)

Odiboh, F. (2012); Modern Nigerian Art: Art Pricing and the Nigerian Economy, 1960
— 2008 Institute of African Studies Research Review, University of Ghana, Legon Vol.
27 issue 2, www.sabinet.co.za/abstracts/inafstu/inafstud v27 n2 a3.html (Peer
Reviewed)

. Odiboh, F. (2011); “Duke Igbinedion and Modern Outdoor Art Monuments in Nigeria;

Visual Arts Journal, Society of Nigerian Artists (SNA), Delta State Chapter, Abraka
Vol. No. 1, Jan (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2011); “Art and the Canker-Worm Years in Nigeria, 1980-2006; the
Implications for Modern Nigerian Art, Its History and Documentation: African
Research Review, International Association of African Researchers and Reviewers
(TAARR), Vol. 5.1, No. 18, Jan. (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2010);“Mode rn Art and the Dilemma of Art Historical Documentation in
Nigeria, 1920 — 2008, Ife Studies in African Literature and the Arts (ISALA), Journal
of the Department of English, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile, July. No. 5 (Peer
Reviewed

Odiboh, F. (2009); “Creative Reformation of Existing African Art Traditions: The
Iconography of the Abayomi Barber Art School”, African Arts, A Journal of the
University of California (UCLA), Los Angeles, Summer Vol. 42.2 (Peer Reviewed)
Odiboh, F. (2009); “Africanizing”: A Modern African Art History Curriculum from an
Insider’s Perspective”, Wandering Scholars, Journal of the Critical Arts Society, UK
Vol.3 (Peer Reviewed)
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Odiboh, F. (2009); “The State of Art History in Tertiary Institutions in Nigeria: The
Dialectics and prognosis” Benin Journal of Education Studies (BJES) A Journal of the
Institute of Education, University of Benin, July and Dec., Vol. 19, No. 1- 2 (Peer
Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2008); “Old Wine and New Skins: University of Benin Art Department and
the “Art school” Trend in Nigeria”, Lagos Historical Review: A Journal of the
Department of History and Strategic Studies, University of Lagos, Vol. (Peer
Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2007);  Re-Evaluating Art and Aesthetic Data in Anthropological Study:
A Historical Retrospection, H-AfrArts, July,2007

Odiboh, F. (2006); “African Art History Curriculum in the Nigerian Universities:
Development and Constraints”, ELA: Journal of African Studies, Ladoke Akintola
University, Ogbomosho, No. 19 and 20, May and Oct. (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2005); “The Crisis of Appropriating identity for African Art and Artists:
The Abayomi Barber Art School Responsorial Paradigm:” GEFAME; Journal of
African Studies, University of Michigan, July, Vol. 2, No. 1 (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2005); “Akoka Art Workshop, University of Lagos: The Experience of an
Informal Art School in Modern Nigeria Art, (1972 - 1999): Ela Journal of African
Studies, Department of Fine and Applied Arts, Ladoke Akintola University of
Technology, Ogbomosho, 17th, and 18th October (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2005); “Signposts of an Artistic Destiny in Modern Nigerian Art; Muri
Adejimi Yesterday and Now: Emotan Journal of the Arts, Department of Fine and
Applied Arts, University of Benin, Benin City 3rd Edition, Vol.1(Peer Reviewed)
Odiboh, F. (2005); “Africanism and the African Artist: The Responsorial Attitude of
the Abayomi Barber Art School”, USO: Nigerian Journal of Art, National Gallery of
Art, Abuja Jan 2002 — Dec 2005, Vol. 4, No. 1 and 2 (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2004); “The Iconography of the Abayomi Barber Art School”, Emotan
Journal of the Arts, Department of Fine and Applied Arts, University of Benin, Benin
City, Vol. 2. (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2003); “Representational Modes of the Abayomi Barber School: An
Analysis of Thematic and Subject Matter Treatment “, African Journal of
Interdisciplinary Studies (AJIS), Department of Educational Psychology Guidance and
Counselling. University of Port-Harcourt, Sept Vol. 4.1 (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2003); “The Iconography of the Abayomi Barber Art School and the
Yoruba Culture”, African Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies (AJIS), Department of
Educational Psychology, Guidance and Counselling, University of Port-Harcourt, Sept
Vol. 41 (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2003); “Informal Art School in Nigeria 1960 — 2000; An Assessment”,
Journal of Vocational, Science and Educational Development (JOVSED) Association
of Vocational and Science Educators (AVSE) Rivers State Chapter, Faculty of
Technical and Science Education, Rivers State University of Science and Technology,
Port-Harcourt, April Vol. 4. (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2002); “Global Art Historical Trends: Implications for Nigerian Art and Its
Education,” Nigerian Journal of the Humanities: Faculty of Arts, University of Benin,
Benin City. Sept (Peer Reviewed)

Odiboh, F. (2000); “Outdoor Sculptures in Lagos Metropolis (1956 - 1996): Trends and
Taste in Art Patronage in Nigeria,” Emotan Journal of Fine and Applied Arts,
University of Benin, Vol. 1, No. 1, 4. (Peer Reviewed)
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SOLO ART EXHIBITIONS:IN NIGERIA

1. Odiboh, F. (2015); “Metamorphosis of Time, a Solo Exhibition of Prints and Drawings
by Freeborn Odiboh, Associate Prof of Art History and Art Criticism’, at the Drawing
Studio (by Printing Press), Department of Fine and Applied Arts, Ekenwan Campus,
University of Benin, Benin City, Wednesday July 22nd- Saturday July 26th,2015.

2. Odiboh, F. (2015); “After Black and White, a Solo Exhibition of Prints Produced at the
17th  Harmattan Workshop by Freeborn Odiboh”, at SPDC/BOF Special
Project/Training Programme, Niger-Delta Cultural Centre, Agbarha-Otor, Delta State.,
April 19th -May 2nd,2015

3. Odiboh, F. (2012) “New Trends; a Solo Exhibition of Prints Produced at the !4th
Harmattan Workshop”, at the 14th Harmattan Workshop by Freeborn Odiboh, at the
Niger Delta Cultural Centre, Agbharo-Otor, Delta State, Feb 19th — March 3rd ,2012.

4. Odiboh, F. (1998) “Art in Ascent, A Solo Exhibition of Paintings and Sculptures,’ at
the Main Library of the Federal College of Education, Okene Kogi State 5th — 8th May
1998.

5. Odiboh, F. (1997) “Contempto Art, an Exhibition of Contemporary Paintings and
Sculptures (A Solo Exhibition in Conjunction with SNA, Lokoja”, at the School of Art,
Design and printing, Kogi State Polytechnic, Lokoja, Kogi State, 23rd — 28th, March).

6. Odiboh, F. (1996), “Myths and Philosophies; A Visual Analysis, A Solo Exhibition of
Sculptures”, at the Multi-Purpose Hall, Nigerian Iron Ore Mining Company (CAMP I),
Itakpe, Okene, 14th — 21st, Feb 1996.

7. Odiboh, F. (1985), “Ama J.K. Children Park Monument’, Commissioned by Colonel
Ike Nwachukwu, Military Governor for the Government of Imo State, (Open Spaces
Development Commission), Owerri, Imo State.

GROUP EXHIBITIONS IN NIGERIA

1.

2.

Odiboh, F. (2014), “Arts and Crafts Exhibition in Honour of Oranyan the Great’, 8th-13
September 2014, National Museum Oyo Alaafin’s Palace, Oyo State

Odiboh, F. (2014), “International Museum Day Celebration, 2014, Art Exhibition; an Art
Exhibition of Painting, Sculptures, Textiles, Ceramics, Metal and Digital Art”, National
Museum, Benin City, Edo State

Odiboh, F. (2014), “Oba Ovonramwen N’Ogbaisi Centenary Remembrance Celebration,
1914- 2014, Art and Craft Exhibition”, Oba Akenzua Cultural Centre, Benin City, Edo
State

Odiboh, F. (2013), “Badagry Festival 2013, Re-Integrating with the Roots Art Exhibition”;
(Society of Badagry Artists in Collaboration with September Studios and Gallery; Ologe
International Group of Artists; Department of Fine Arts, University of Benin and Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile Ife.

Odiboh, F. (2012), “National Museum 2012 Exhibition: An Exhibition of Paintings,
Sculptures, Textiles, Graphics, Metal Design”, 18th — 24th May 2012, Benin Museum,
Benin City.

Odiboh, F. (2008); “Image of Value; An Art Exhibition of the 3rd National Symposium on
Art, National Gallery of Art”, and the University of Benin, Department of Fine and Applied
Art, University of Benin, 29th — 31st, 2008.

Odiboh, F. (1996); “A New Generation: An Art Exhibition of Two Lecturers of the
Department of Fine and Applied Arts”, Federal College of Education. Okene, Kogi-State
10th — 14th March 1996, Sponsored by Koch Nigeria Ltd
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8. Odiboh, F. (1986); “Congregation Art Exhibition”, Faculty of Arts, University of Benin,
3rd — 8th February 1986, Benin City, Edo State

COMPUTER SKILLS

Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Power Point, LCD /LED Projector usage, Internet
facilitation and social media

CONNECTIONS
Facebook | LinkedIn | Google Scholar | Researchgate | CV
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